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DETAILED ACTION 

Status Of Claims 

1. Claims 1-12 and 14-28 are pending in the current 
application. Claims 1-12, 14-17 and 22-26 have been 
amended. Claim 13 has been cancelled. 

2. Claims 1-12 and 14-28 have been fully examined. 

Response to Amendment 

3. Applicant's arguments filed on December 19, 2005 have been 
considered. 

4. Applicant argues (with respect to claims 1 and 8, among 
other things) that Hunter (5,243,654) fails to teach or 
suggest " a plurality of sensors for collecting system data". 
The Examiner notes that new art has been introduced to further 
exemplify Hunters position. George Brookner (6,098,032), 
discloses in column 3, lines 10-19, that once communication 
has been established between processor and the Data Center, 
the processor is instructed to monitor systems, such as motor 
acceleration, speed, sensor watching time, non-volatile memory 
etc. This suggests that multiple sensors are need to monitor 



Application/Control Number: 09/871,335 . Page 3 

Art Unit: 3639 

this process from the collected data. In addition the 
applicant argues that Hunter fails to teach or suggest "a 
comparator for comparing the measured data with predetermined 
sets of data". The Examiner note that while Hunter does 
disclose this feature, to further pin point the related 
feature, Brookner was introduced to further explain in detail 
the comparator. Brookner disclose in column 3, lines 20-45; 
that summarizing the performance level of the system will be 
stored and compared against predetermined parameters by the 
data center. 

5. Applicant argues with respect to Claim 1 only, that the 
meaning of "system data" refers to "data related to the 
conditions of the mail processing equipment". The Examiner 
note that Hunter discloses in column 6, lines 50-67; that 
processor is connected to receive data from a sensor. Both 
sensors are associated with the meter. This suggests that 
relevant data is collected relating to the postage meter 
data. 

6. With respect to claims 8 and 16, the applicant argues that 
Hunter fails to disclose "comparison with any form of 
predetermined value or data". The Examiner note that in 
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column 2, lines 11-14; that the calculated combination is 
compared to the entered combination. This suggests by Hunter 
that the value or data is being compared in combination with 
prior stored data. Brookner was introduced to further explain 
in detail the comparator. Brookner disclose in column 3, 
lines 20-45; that summarizing the performance level of the 
system will be stored and compared against predetermined 
parameters by the data center. 

7. Claims 2-7 depend from claim 1, claims 9-12 and 14-15 depend 
from claim 8 and claims 17-28 depend from claim 16, these 
claims are not allowable for at least the reasons set above 
and the for the same reasons set from the previous Office 
Action Dated September 19, 2005. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of • 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in 
this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is 
not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
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matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-12 and 14-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 

as being unpatentable over Kevin Hunter, (US Patent No: 

5,243,654), hereinafter referenced as Hunter in view of 

George Brookner (Patent Number 6,098,032), hereinafter * 

referred to as Brookner. 

As Per Claim 1 : 

Hunter discloses a mail processing system, comprising, 
[{col. 2, line 61}; metering system] for collecting system data, 
[{col. 6, lines 58-59}; connected to receive data]; a processor 
system receiving said system data and generating feedback 
signals, [{fig 4, 202, 220}; processor, meter]; and [{col. 6, • 
lines 63-65}, sensors connected to meter] and [{col. 6, lines 58- 
59; processor connected to receive data] and a communication 
system for communicating said feedback signals to at least one 
of a local user and a remote user, [{col. 4, lines 35-40}, 
represents exchange of data between data center] , But does not 
explicitly mention the disclosure of having a "plurality of 
sensors". However Brookner discloses in column 3, lines 10-19, 
referencing to a communication has been established between a 
processor, and the processor monitors preselected parameters, 
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such as acceleration, speed, sensor watching time, non-volatile 
memory. This suggests that "plurality of sensors" are being used 
to monitor the different parameters. This is has been taught by 
Brookner with motivation being; selected performance parameters 
relating to postal items that are being monitored (using 
sensors), then compared against other postal operations 
disclosed in the [{abstract}]. This combination relates to an 
invention that is capable of processing mail items while using a 
plurality of sensors for collecting data to be compared for an 
analysis . 

As Per Claim 8 and 16: 

Hunter discloses a mail processing system, comprising, 
[{col. 2, line 61}; metering system]: a computer system, [{fig 7, 
320}; computer] the receiving said, said computer system further 
comprising, [{fig 1, 42}; customer database]: a database system 
for storing predetermined sets of data respectively, [{ fig 1, 
42}; database]; and a communication system coupled to said 
computer system for communicating the feedback signals to at # 
least one of a remote user and a local user, [{col. 4, lines. 35- 
40}, represents exchange of data between data center]. Hunter 
does not explicitly disclose a plurality of sensors. However 
Brookner discloses in column 3, lines 10-19, referencing to a 
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communication has been established between a processor, and the 
processor monitors pre-selected parameters, such as 
acceleration, speed, sensor watching time, non-volatile memory. 
This suggests that "plurality of sensors" are being used to 
monitor the different parameters . This is has been taught by- 
Brookner with motivation being; selected performance parameters 
relating to postal items that are being monitored (using 
sensors) , then compared against other postal operations 
disclosed in the [{abstract}]. This combination relates to an 
invention that is capable of processing mail items while using a 
plurality of sensors for collecting data to be compared for an 
analysis. Broonker also discloses in column 3, lines 33-37, that 
once data is stored, it is then compared against the 
predetermined parameters (data) by the data center. This clearly 
displays the data that is collected is compared against other 
stored data to validate the authenticity. This process is being 
taught by Brookner with motivation that a more efficient 
invention that deals with using a plurality of sensors along 
with data that is being compared. This produces an invention 
that is capable of storing data that is predetermined that is 
collected using a plurality of sensors, then compare the data 
against previous stored predetermined data. 
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As Per Claim 2 : 

Hunter further discloses the mail processing system wherein 
said processor system further comprises, [{fig 7, 326}; 
processor] : 

a database for storing predetermined sets of system data, 
[{col. 2, lines 65-67}, mechanism for storing information]; and 

a comparator for comparing the system data received from 
said sensors with the predetermined sets of system data to 
generate feedback signals, [{fig 5B, 268}; compare with current 
readings] , 

As Per Claim 3 : 

Hunter further discloses the mail processing system wherein 
said communication system is a wireline communication system, 
[{col. 11, lines 53-64}, communication by dedicated line]. 

As Per Claim 4 : 

Hunter further discloses the mail processing system wherein 
said communication system is a wireless communication system, 
[{col. 11, lines 53-64}, communication by dedicated line]. 
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As Per Claim 5 : 

Hunter further discloses the mail processing system wherein 
said system data are selected from the group consisting of 
preventative maintenance schedules, and performance statistics, 
[{fig 2, and col. 4, lines 42-43}; software routine that controls 
the operation of meter] . 

As Per Claim 6: 

Hunter further discloses the mail processing system wherein 
the system data stored in said processor system is variable, 
[{fig 1, 22, 28}; processor, non-volatile memory]. 

As Per Claim 7 : 

Hunter further discloses the mail processing system wherein 
said feedback signals include improvement recommendations, 
[{col. 8, lines 18-21}; call data center, receive data, determine 
if valid, error message is displayed] . 

As Per Claim 9: 

Hunter further discloses the mail processing system wherein 
said communication system is a wireline communication system, 
[{col. 4, lines 35-40}; represents exchange of data between data 
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center] . 

As Per Claim 10 : 

Hunter further discloses the mail processing system wherein 
said communication system is a wireless communication system, 
[{fig 4} , utility system in accordance with the invention]. 

As Per Claim 11: 

Hunter further discloses the mail processing system wherein 
said are selected from the group consisting of data related to 
preventative maintenance schedules, and performance statistics, 
[{fig 2, and col. 4, lines 42-43}; software routine that controls 
the operation of meter] . 

As Per Claim 12 : 

Hunter further discloses the mail processing system wherein 
said data are selected from the group consisting of comprises 
data related to business rules, postal rates, and customer 
profiles, [{fig 1, 42}; customer database]. 

As Per Claim 14 : 

Hunter further discloses the mail processing system wherein 
said feedback signals include improvement recommendations, 
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[{col, 8, lines 18-21}; call data center, receive data, determine 
if valid, error message is displayed] . 

As Per Claim 15 : 

Hunter further discloses the mail processing system wherein 
said feedback signals include cost savings information, [{col. 6, 
lines 65-67}; sensor provides to processor data information]. 

As Per Claim 17 : 

Hunter further discloses the method wherein: the 
predetermined value is stored in a database system, [{col. 3, 
lines 3-4}; storage mechanism]. 

As Per Claim 18: 

Hunter further discloses the method of wherein said 
database system is located within said computer system, [{col*. 4, 
lines 26-28}; data center includes computer connected to memory 
containing customer database] . 

As Per Claim 19: 

Hunter further discloses the method of wherein said 
database system is located remote from said computer system, 
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[{col. 4, lines 26-28}; data center includes computer connected 
to memory containing customer database] . 

As Per Claim 20: 

Hunter further discloses the method wherein said 
communication step is performed using a wireline communication 
system, [{col. 4, lines 35-40]; represents exchange of data 
between data center] . 

As Per Claim 21 : 

Hunter further discloses the method wherein said 
communication step is performed using a wireless communication 
system, [{col. 4, lines 35-40]; represents exchange of data 
between data center] . 

As Per Claim 22 : 

Hunter further discloses the method of: wherein said 
parameter is related to mail objects processed by said mail 
processing system, [{fig 5A}, controls the meter system, review 
description] ; 

As Per Claim 23: 

Hunter further discloses the apparatus wherein the 
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parameters is selected from the group consisting of preventative 
maintenance schedules, and performance statistics, [{fig 2, and 
col. 4, lines 42-43}; software routine that controls the 
operation of meter] . 

As Per Claim 24: 

Hunter further discloses the method wherein the parameters 
is selected from the group consisting of business rules, postal 
rates, and customer profiles, [{fig 1, 42}; customer database]. 

As Per Claim 25: 

Hunter further discloses the method wherein: said 
predetermined values is selected from the group consisting of 
predetermined mail processing system values and predetermined 
mail object values, [.{fig 6, 300, 304 }; review and verify I.D. 
information, update records] . 

As Per Claim 26: 

Hunter further discloses the method of claim 25, further 
comprises: varying said predetermined values, [{col. 3, lines 3- 
4}; storage mechanism]. 
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As Per Claim 27: 

Hunter further discloses the method wherein said feedback 
signals include improvement recommendations, [{col. 8, lines 18- 
21}; call data center, receive data, determine if valid, error 
message is displayed] . 

As Per Claim 28: 

Hunter further discloses the method wherein said feedback 
signals include cost savings information, [{col. 6, lines 65-67}; 
sensor provides to processor data information] . 

Conclusion 

Examiners note: Examiner has cited particular columns and* 
line number in the response for the convenience of the 
applicants. It respectfully requested from the applicant, in 
preparing the response, to fully consider the reference in its 
entirety as a potentially teaching reference. 

Any concerns in regard to this communication, the examiner 
Jon Bass can be reached at (571) 272-6905 between the hours of 
9-6pm Monday through Friday. The fax number for the 
establishment where the application is being process is (571) 
273-8300. 
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If an attempt to reach the examiner is unsuccessful for any 
reason, the examiner's immediate supervisor, John Hayes can be 
reached at (571) 272-6708. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may 
be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http:// 
pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to 
the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-271-9197 (toll free) . 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
C/0 Technology Center 3600 
Washington, " D.C. 20231 




